
KEY PASSAGE STUDY 
1Corinthians 10:12-13 

“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 

but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 
 

Key Passage 
(Commit passage to memory & write out things you learn from the passage, not taking anything else into account except 

what is said in the key passage itself). 

 

1. “Wherefore” tells us that this is a conclusion drawn from the previous text. 

2. Paul warns the Corinthian brethren not to become over confident.  If they were confident in their own strength 

they would likely lower their guard. 

3. Just because we think we are firm in our stance does not necessarily mean we are.  Thinking this way could cause 

one to become dependent upon his own strength. 

4. Paul makes it quite clear that it is very possible for a Christian to fall from grace. 

5. Great encouragement can be taken from the fact that “God is faithful”.  After cautioning the brethren Paul 

encourages them by explaining how God is faithful. 

6. Don’t trust in your own strength to stand.  Trust in God who always provides a way escape from temptation. 

 

Context 
(Study context, verses before and after that relate to key passage, and write out what you learn from the context that helps 

you to properly understand the key passage). 

 

1. The immediate context of this passage is 10:1-13, with a broader context through v.22. 

2. The “wherefore” of verse 12 indicates a conclusion based on the preceding information. 

a. In view of cases of Israelites who fell into sin 

b. In view of the fact that we are living in the last days of earthly time 

c. If you view your spiritual status as secure you should take heed 

3. Vs. 1-4 shows that Israel was figuratively baptized and we are literally baptized.  Israel was fed by God and we 

are fed spiritually by God.  Paul shows what they had in common. 

4.  Vs. 5 -Many Israelites sinned though at one time they were faithful to God. 

5. Vs. 6 -O.T. examples are there for our learning. 

6. Vs. 7-10 – Again more examples of sins of the Israelites. 

7. Vs. 11 – What happened to them then prefigures what will happen to those today who walk in their own way. 

 

Cross References 
(Find and study cross references and write out how they relate to the key passage). 

 

1. Man’s knowledge – 1Cor 8:2; Prov 26:12; Prov 30:2-4; Gal 6:3;  

2. Possibility of apostasy – Some argue that if a person falls from grace he was never saved to begin with, but one 

cannot fall from something he did not have. (Cannot fall off a table if you weren’t on it). James 5:19-20; 2Peter 

2:20-22; Prov 16:18 

3. We face the same temptations that others face - 2Cor 11:23-28.  We are tempted in three areas:  Appeals to fleshly 

lusts, appeals to the eye, and appeals to the desire for vainglory. (1John 2:15-17 

4. God is faithful and will help– 1Cor 1:9; Hebrews 6:10; James 5:11 

 

Application 
(Write out how the key passage, with an understanding of the context and cross references, applies for us today). 

 

1. We should be very careful not to trust in our own strengths to stand against Satan’s temptations. 

2. When we think we are strong we have a tendency to put our guard down. 

3. We can fall from the grace of God and therefore we should “take heed.” 



4. Sometimes it seems like we are so alone in the temptations that we are facing.  It feels like we are the 

only ones who have ever had to endure such things, but we are not alone and others have faced the very 

same things.  God is with us and has made a way for us to escape that temptation to sin. 

5. We should and must learn from the past mistakes of others. 


